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Southampton students of all grades are ready for spring to get the district
garden up and running. Spearheaded by parent volunteer Kathie Keller, Food
and Nutrition Manager Regan Kiembock and Southampton Intermediate School
Assistant Principal Susan Wright, the project will result in a student-planned and
planted vegetable garden on the north side of the High School. 

Students have been working on all aspects of the garden design, from
planning and planting to eventually maintaining and harvesting the garden. 

Produce from the garden will be used in cafeteria lunches throughout the
harvest season. 

As freshman Sarah Pierson explained, “It's part of getting everyone to
eat healthier.” 

Students Grow a  Garden

...the evening raised $1,400 to
be donated directly to the

American Heart Association

Ever since her grandfather had a heart attack
when she was in the fourth grade, Sarah Pierson
has been on a mission to spread heart health
awareness among her peers. This year, as a youth
advocate for the American Heart Association, the
Southampton freshman brought the National Go
Red for Women Day to her school in February,
an event designed to bring awareness to heart
disease in women--one of the leading causes of
death for the gender.

On February 2, faculty and staff wore red to
school. That evening, the junior varsity and varsity
girls basketball teams donned red AHA t-shirts that
read “Saving a Life Is a Real Sport” for warm-ups,
with opposing team Wyandanch gladly helping to
raise awareness by wearing the shirts, as well.

At the game, student volunteers Johanna
Moore, Alexis Rosko, Madison Kelly, Tess Florio
and Ricki Lynn Berkoski sold bottles of water, Red
Dress pins, awareness bracelets, and t-shirts.
During half-time, Sarah addressed the crowd to
share statistics related to heart disease in women
and ask for donations to be given to the student
volunteers making their way through the stands.

Altogether, the evening raised $1,400 to be 
donated directly to the American Heart
Association. But this wasn't Sarah's first AHA
event. In the eighth grade, she and her sister,
Shelby, planned a “family fun night” at the
Intermediate School that boasted games and
educational tips for living a heart-healthy life. “It
was really fun,” Sarah said. "It was a big success."

And this Southampton Mariner has just gotten
started. Over the last year, she has traveled to
Washington, D.C. more than once to meet with
legislative staff from Senator Schumer’s, Senator
Gillibrand’s, and Representative Hanna’s offices and
has met with Representative Tim Bishop and his
health legislative assistant, Eddie Shimkus, as well.

In 2011, Sarah met with Senator Gillibrand to
discuss the Safe Routes to School Program, a
federal initiative first launched in 2005 that is
working to make it easier and safer for children to
walk or bike to school by giving cash-strapped
local districts federal money for everything from
crosswalks and speed zone signs to bike paths and
speed bumps. The initiative, which is supported
by AHA, ended up being sponsored by Senator
Gillibrand after she met with Sarah.

“I felt kind of proud that I did that,” Sarah said
of the outcome of her meeting with 
the Senator. 

Sarah has set her sights high and now wants to
continue to promote heart health at the local
school level. A member of the District Garden
Club, Sarah is one of several students working to
plant a vegetable garden on district property. The
harvest from the garden will be used in school
lunches. She is also hoping to start an American
Heart Association Club in the high school that
will work to teach fellow students about heart
health, as well as offer CPR instruction and
certification classes. “We want to spread CPR here
and at other schools,” she said.

Despite his heart attack and a subsequent aortic
aneurysm, Sarah's grandfather is back to health
and able to watch his granddaughters on their
plight to fight heart disease. “He's doing good,”
Sarah reported. “It's nice to see him doing so well.”
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Authors and Illustrators Visit SES
S o u t h a m p t o n

Elementary School
was overflowing with
a w a r d - w i n n i n g
children's authors and
illustrators during the
March 6 Authors and
Illustrators event.
Twenty-three professionals visited classrooms, spoke
to students, and hosted an open house at the school
to showcase and discuss their work. Visitors enjoyed
sweet treats while perusing the authors’ and
illustrators’ tables, where they were able to
purchase books, have them signed, and hear more
about the stories. 

Authors included Natasha Guruleva (Dandelion
Princess), LP Chase (Elliot Stone Mystery Books), Brian
Heinz (The Monsters' Test), Yvonne Capitelli (Daria
Rose and the Day She Chose), Maureen Sherry (Walls
Within Walls), Susan Abrahams, (Hal, the Hamptons
Hound), Mary McManus Burke (A, My Name Is
Andrew), Jason Edwards (Will Allen and the Great
Monster Detective), Karenann Knotoff (The Island of
Rogue), Sandy Lanton (Lots of Latkes), Josephine
Nobisso (Francis Woke Up Early), Orel Protopopescu
(Thelonious Mouse), Barbara Mason Rant (The
Chocolate Train), Elizabeth Seiter (Alphabet Angel to
the Rescue), Wendy Wax (City Witch Country Switch),
Rita W. Steingold and Jay Steingold (Katie the Purple
Kangaroo and Her Magical Kazoo), Heather Hill
Worthington (Miles of Smiles: The Story of Roxey, the
Long Island Rail Road Dog), Michelle Zimmerman
(Can’t Catch a Butterfly) and illustrator Joan Ranieri-
Certain (Scruffles Delivers).

A book sale and signing was held after school,
giving students and parents the opportunity to speak
with the authors and illustrators, purchase their
books, and collect their signatures. Prior to this
special event, the SES Student Council ran a napkin
sale fundraiser to help SES librarians purchase books
for the school’s library.

Bilingual Book Club 
Every Thursday, students and parents in

Southampton are invited to a bilingual book club
that gathers at the Elementary School. Guided by the
Elementary School teachers, the book club is
designed to bring
parents and students
together to share in
reading. During club
meetings, students
take turns reading in
Spanish from a
selected text that the
group reads together.

The Southampton High School girls
varsity basketball team made history by
winning the Long Island Championship in
March for the first time in history. The Lady
Mariner victory on March 7 against Cold
Spring Harbor at Farmingdale State College
by the score of 35-34 secured the title.
Unfortunately, the girls’ victory run ended
when playing against the two-time defending
state champion Lady Bulldogs. However, a
stellar season left everyone in Southampton
extremely proud of this team who made their

mark in Mariner history this year. The team was coached by Junie Wingfield, Diane
Guida and Tonya Bess-Hodges.

“This is a special group of young ladies who worked hard and achieved the goals
they set for themselves on the court and in the classroom,” remarked Athletic
Director Darren Phillips. “The best part is they all come back and should be even
better next year!”

The chilly temperatures outside didn't stop Southampton Elementary School
students from getting active by hopping, jumping and strutting their stuff this
winter. On March 12, students jumped, hopped and danced their way through
the 12th annual Jump Rope for Heart event at Southampton Elementary School.

Students hopped and bounced around the school's gymnasium as they played
games with jump ropes. Hosted by the American Heart Association, the Jump
Rope for Heart program promotes physical activity in elementary schools, which
while showing students how they can contribute to their community. The events
not only raise awareness in the community, but also raise money for children with
heart problems. This year, the students raised more than $6,500.

Later in the month, the Elementary School gymnasts put on a performance
inspired by the acrobats of Cirque
de Soleil. With painted faces and
colorful outfits, students performed
their skills on the balance beam,
floor exercise and horse vault.
During three separate performances,
students tumbled in glee as their
classmates and family members
watched from the audience.

Promoting
Literacy

Southampton Elementary School Dual Language
Teacher Sarah Trujillo Underhill shared her
knowledge with other educators in New York at the
New York State Association for Bilingual Education
(NYSABE) 35th Annual Conference on March 10. 

Sarah presented a dynamic workshop entitled
“Dual Language Classroom Practices: Some of the Ins
and Outs of Teaching a Student as an ‘Emergent
Bilingual’ in Our Schools.” In the workshop, Sarah
demonstrated how she develops the language skills of both English and Spanish
speakers while adhering to the required curriculum. She explained how
orthography is presented and organized and shared classroom strategies that
encourage students to become lifelong learners of language. 

“It went really, really well,” Ms. Underhill said of the conference, noting that
it is nice to share teaching techniques with other educators. 

Active Activities

Lady Mariners Make History

Educating Educators
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More then two dozen Southampton school musicians performed in the
Suffolk County Music Educators Association's (SCMEA) and the Long Island
String Festival Association's (LISFA) music festivals this year.

Twenty-five of the district's chorus, band and orchestra students were
invited to perform at the two festivals. Their selection was based on receiving
a high adjudication score at the annual New York State School Music
Association (NYSSMA) solo festivals and teacher recommendations.

On February 5, Southampton Intermediate School students Robby
McKnight, Benjamin Zaloga, Kivlan King, and Julia Kepczynska and
Southampton High School students Jessica McKnight, Benjamin Hoertnagl-
Pereira, Conor Kiembock, Mariah Neknez, Christian Oliveros, and Rory King
performed with the LISFA orchestra.

On March 11, the following students performed at the annual SCMEA
festival: Intermediate School chorus members Dylan Pappas and Katharine
Rus and High School chorus members Dylan Blue, Kayla Matters, and Greg
Nanos. Intermediate School band members Maxine Loebs, Christian Oakley,
Dylan Elliston, and Elijah Wingfield and High School band members Nick
Burke and Caroline Rumph also performed.

Intermediate School orchestra members Robby McKnight, Amaiya
McDonald, Tommy Malone, Sebastian Pereira, Maggie Purcell, Benjamin
Zaloga, Julia Kepczynska, and Kivlan King performed at SCMEA, as did High
School orchestra students Benjamin Hoertnagl-Pereira, Connor Kiembock,
Jessica McKnight, Mariah Neknez, and Christian Oliveros.

Benjamin Hoertnagl-Pereira earned the esteemed Concertmaster position
within the SCMEA High School Orchestra, and Jessica McKnight earned
the First Chair position for the Second Violins. Robby McKnight earned the
First Chair position for the Second Violins section of the SCMEA Middle
School Orchestra.

Southampton High School thespians performed a
rendition of the famous musical West Side Story in
February. Set in Manhattan in the 1950s, the musical
follows a rivalry between two teenage street gangs with
different ethnic backgrounds, intertwined with a love
story similar to the star-crossed affair of Romeo and Juliet.  

Students gave four performances over a cold weekend
in February. In addition to
cast and crew, the High
School orchestra performed
the music for the play. At
the final performance,
Director Roseann Gentile
tearfully honored the
senior cast, crew and pit
members with roses.

Brianna Fullam
and Ryan Kumicz
have been selected
for Awards of
Distinction in
connection with
their participation
in the Parrish Art
Museum’s 2012
High School
Exhibition this
year. The students
were two of
twenty-one East End high school seniors selected for this
honor. More than 150 students submitted artwork to the
juried exhibit. Brianna 's drawing entry and Ryan's mixed
media entry were selected by the exhibit's jurors, Sara
Nightengale, whose eponymous gallery is located in
Water Mill, and Neill Slaughter, an artist and art professor
who teaches at Long Island University, C.W. Post campus.

Students Perform
in Long Island Music Festivals

West Side Story

SHS Artists Honored
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At Southampton Intermediate School, teacher
Melissa Mitchell has studied the Holocaust with her
eighth-grade English Language Arts classroom and
is working with her students to start an exciting
project with One Million Bones. The students are
hoping to make 2,500 clay bones to represent lives
lost during the Holocaust or other genocides and to
be brought to Washington, D.C. in 2013, to be
added to the bones being made by students
throughout the country. To further add to the
bones' significance, the students are hoping to
research and make contact with Holocaust or other
genocide survivors and/or their families to dedicate
a name of a victim to each bone, if possible. Before
making their journey to D.C., the bones will be
installed in an exhibit at the Watermill Center this
spring. The students recently learned that their
partnership with One Million Bones will result in a
$1 per bone donation to CARE, a leading
humanitarian organization, as part of the Students
Rebuild Challenge: A Path Forward. The donation
made will directly fund support for those suffering
from genocide today in the Congo. 

The project is in need of community support in
order to reach the students' goal of 2,500 bones.
Katie McGintee's eighth-grade English classes will
also be instrumental in making the bones for the
installation. To start the project, the class is hopeful
that community members might make bones to
honor those lost, donate clay and/or funds to
purchase clay, or share any stories or information
about family members or friends who were affected
by the Holocaust or other genocides. For more
information or to help, please contact Mrs. Mitchell
at mmitchell@southamptonschools.org.

If you would like to create a bone and dedicate it to
someone lost during a genocide or during the Holocaust,
please follow the bone-making instructions found at,
http://onemillionbones.squarespace.com/the-bones
and then mail it to Melissa Mitchell, Southampton
Intermediate School, 70 Leland Lane,
Southampton, NY 11968. Be sure they are clay
only, as they will be installed in an outdoor exhibit.
If you dedicate a bone to someone, please send us
information about that person.

One Million

B O N E S

The Pesticide Neighbor Notification Law (Section 409-h of the Education Law) has
formalized the notification process. The Pesticide Neighbor Notification Law, effective
July 1, 2001, applies to all public and non-public elementary and secondary schools.
Anyone wishing to be placed on the advanced notification list to receive 48 hours written
notice of an actual pesticide application should register with the school nurse. This
notification will explain: the specific date and location of the upcoming pesticide
application, the pesticide product name and EPA product registration number, and the
name of the school representative to contact for further information.

PESTICIDE NOTIFICATION

This summer, while kids are
at the beach and enjoying an
extended vacation, the building
and grounds department will
be hard at work making several
upgrades to the district’s
buildings. In May 2011, voters
approved funding for the
following capital improvements
in the district. 

At the High School, the
planetarium will be getting a new dome installed and a full dome projector. The
home economics room will be getting new cabinets, floor and ceiling. The
kitchen will be getting an appliance upgrade, as well as a new food court look
and kitchen infrastructure (plumbing, ceiling, floor) upgrades. 

At the Intermediate School a tired home economics room will be getting a
facelift while the library will also be getting new shelves, ceiling and floor. Several
ceilings in classrooms will also be replaced, as well as two student bathrooms. 

Elementary School students will be welcomed back to a renovated nurses’
office, which will include an
expanded space, new ceiling
and improved ventilation. In
the connecting corridor, there
will be new windows and
radiator covers installed. 

The bus garage will also
receive an overhaul with a
new drainage system and
asphalt, as well as new siding
on the building. 

Summer Project
UPDATE

Director of Facilities, Operations, and School Safety Randall Dobler
stands in an outdated home economics classroom at Southampton
Intermediate School.

A ceiling in the Intermediate School library shows water damage.


